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EXPLORE THE THINKING 
BEHIND DESIGN



What is 
Look  
Upstairs



Look Upstairs brings together the largest 
gathering of international design leaders 
ever seen in Australia from across 2D,  
3D and digital disciplines, to resource  
your creative practice.



who work across communication, product, 

industrial, advertising, digital, lighting, sound 

and the built environment will share their 

insights about practicing in a world where  

design is converging with business, society, 

science and technology. No longer can we 

isolate ourselves to single disciplines or 

platforms. Innovation is happening as a result  

of collaboration, cross disciplinary teams  

and multidisciplinary practitioners.

The world is looking to design for answers 

and Look Upstairs is the only event in 

Australia that brings together all design 

disciplines to explore global best practice. 

Global leaders



41
20

41 original thinkers from 20 nations will  

explore the philosophy, strategy and  

processes behind some of the world’s  

most innovative design.



Cordula  
Alessandri
Austria
The perfect package. Principal of 
alessandridesign and AGI member since 
2003, Alessandri is one of Austria’s most 
talented packaging and identity designers.



Philippe  
Apeloig 
France 
Design director at the Lourve from 2003 
to 2008 Consultant to Yves Saint Laurent. 
Apeloig is one of the foremost designers  
in the cultural arena noted for his posters 
and typography. 



André  
Baldinger 
Switzerland 
Provides the wisdom of all typefaces.  
A pre-eminent typographer and member  
of AGI since 2002, Baldinger was 
responsible for creating AB Eiffel –  
the typeface of the Eiffel Tower. 



Kym  
Barrett 
Australia / USA 
The Costume Designer who made Neo’s 
coat. Barrett has worked on many high-
profile projects including Strictly Ballroom, 
Romeo & Juliet, Cirque de Soleil’s ‘Totem’ 
and The Amazing Spiderman. 



John  
Bielenberg 
USA / Germany 
The 2013 AIGA Gold Medalist and founder of 
the inspirational Project M that proves  
to young designers that their work, and wrong 
thinking, can have a positive impact on their 
communities. 



Paul  
Boudens 
Belgium 
Graphic design and fashion cut from the 
same cloth. A member of AGI, Bouden’s 
work as a designer has become closely 
associated with Antwerp fashion. 



Wesley  
Burt 
USA 
One of the world’s most successful 
conceptual artists for games and movies. 
Happy just to draw for a living, Burt has 
produced work for the Transformers films, 
G.I. Joe, Lord of the Rings and Magic  
the Gathering. 



Francesco  
Calvi 
Australia 
Lights the biggest shows in Australia. Stage 
shows, big scale TV, stadium productions, 
fashion shows and more, Calvi has been  
one of Australia’s leading lighting designers 
for over thirty years. 



Ken  
Carbone
USA
One of the world’s most influential designers. 
When he coughs your graphic design catches 
a cold. A board member of AGI New York,  
a professor at New York’s School of Visual 
Arts, and a writer for Fast Company, 
Co.Design and Huffington Post. 



Raymond  
Coffey 
UK 
Art through the lens of a designer.  
From a 20 year career in computer games 
illustration Coffey is now working entirely  
as a fine artist mainly in charcoal, his work  
is inspired by humanity’s distance from  
the animal and how our lives are shaped  
by random uncontrollable events. 



Rowena  
Curlewis 
Australia 
The ultimate specialty: designs for wines.  
As co-founder and managing director of  
The Collective Design Consultants, 
Curlewis is heavily involved in the designs 
for brands as big as Treasury and as 
boutique as Yabby Lake. 



Giuseppe  
(Pino) Demaio 
Australia 
A polymath who shows designers  
do not need to specialise. Winner of  
Victorian Premiers design award  
2013 and co-founder of Assemble,  
a small-footprint living, architecture  
and development company. 



Agnello  
Dias 
India 
An advertising leader in the largest middle 
class market in the world. Dias has been 
named one of the world’s 100 most 
Creative People in Business, ranked in 
Campaign’s Global Power List of the  
top media personalities in the world,  
and being named India’s Communicator  
of the Decade. 



Mark  
Douglass 
Australia 
Australia’s master glassmaker. Principal  
of It Inc, his distinctively robust vases, 
bowls and sculptures go beyond the  
simply decorative and make ambitious 
artistic statements. 



Dick  
Frizzell 
New Zealand 
Painting clichés like they’re going out of 
style. The iconoclastic Frizzell deliberately 
mixes high and low art, poking fun at the 
intellectualisation of ‘high art’. 



Sean  
Godsell 
Australia 
Uses Architecture to change the way  
we live. One of Australia’s most 
inventive architects, Godsell is attracting 
international attention for his strong 
minimalist spaces and surfaces, intelligent 
use of light and innovative application  
of materials. 



Sandra  
Hill 
Australia 
The indigenous painter, the art of survival, 
revival and personal identity. Through  
her works, Hill is always endeavouring  
to diminish the gap between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous Australians. 



Jason  
Hutchinson 
Australia 
Digital creative thinking in corporate 
Australia. Hutchinson is Creative Director 
of Deloitte Digital, bringing award-winning 
digital design to some of Australia’s  
largest organisations. 



Kelo 
Kubu 
South Africa
Former banker, now TedX Ambassador 
for Africa and a member of the Mandela 
Poster Project Collective. Kelo is a 
champion of design, sharing inspiration 
and education with those who need it 
most.



Anupama  
Kundoo 
India 
Because affordable construction should  
be a thing. Dr Kundoo is an architect  
and educator who focuses on material 
research and sustainable design. 



Björn  
Kusoffsky 
Sweden 
Design royalty from a place where royalty 
still means something. A member of  
AGI since 2000, Kusoffsky is creative 
director of the influential Stockholm 
Design Lab responsible for high profile 
brands such as Ikea. 



Ken-Tsai  
Lee 
Taiwan 
Gain a greater insight into the design 
hotspot that is Taiwan, from one of  
its leading practitioners. Lee is a highly 
awarded educator, designer and curator 
who has exhibited and celebrated 
throughout the world. 



Alex  
Lehours 
Australia 
Real artists don’t need a tag line.  
He’s exactly what’s great about agIdeas.  
A brilliant, inspirational talent who will  
open your mind to the possibilities granted 
to you by your skills and abilities. 



Luke  
Lucas 
Australia 
An international career drawn from 
Melbourne. Co-founder of Fourinarow,  
Lucas started Lifelounge with two  
partners, simultaneously a creative  
agency, online creative culture portal  
and glossy print magazine. 



Alejandro  
Magallanes 
Mexico 
His weapons are posters. Magallanes  
is a member of AGI who has built  
an international reputation for his work, 
distinctive for its reinterpretation of  
popular Mexican imagery, use of mixed 
media and visual impact. 



Saed  
Meshki 
Iran 
Using thousands of years of calligraphic 
tradition to develop contemporary 
typography. A founding member of the 5th 
Color graphic design collective, member 
of AGI and highly-awarded internationally, 
Meshki is one of the first Iranian graphic 
designers to focus on printmaking and 
book covers. 



Greg  
More 
Australia 
Data visualist. How seeing helps lead  
to understanding. A designer who was 
trained in architecture, More works with 
data, aesthetics and code to generate  
new ways of understanding information  
and provide clarity to complex situations. 



Alison  
Page 
Australia 
Builds community with design.  
A descendant of the Walbanga and  
Wadi Wadi people of the Yuin nation,  
Page is an award-winning designer  
and executive officer of the Saltwater  
Freshwater Arts Alliance. 



Søren Ingomar  
Petersen 
USA 
Learning to design the design – 
understanding strategy’s role in the  
design process. Petersen’s work includes 
design & business model experimentation, 
design balanced scorecards, and 
crowdsourcing design research. 



David  
Retallack 
Australia 
The man who designs and builds the 
Olympic flames. Retallack’s job is to  
craft an invisible gas into an exciting,  
spellbinding experience that bursts into  
life at one exact moment, without fail. 



Hannah  
Rose Robinson 
Australia 
A photographer creating her own frame. 
Named “Emerging Photographer of the 
Year” by ACMP Trampoline she marries 
fashion, lifestyle and portraiture with 
documentary work on nomadic cultures. 



Studio  
Roosegaarde 
Netherlands 
The design priests merging technology 
with creativity. Studio Roosegaarde is best 
known for their internationally awarded 
projects such as ‘Sustainable Dance 
Floor’, an interactive dance floor that 
generates electricity through the motion of 
dancing. 



Kent  
Sneddon 
New Zealand 
Why your bathroom is about to change. 
Sneddon is the Design Director for 
Methven developing  the next generation  
of bathroom fittings and fixtures that 
conserve water but splurge luxury. 



Super  
Critical Mass 
Australia 
World leaders in using sound as the  
major design component. Since 2008 
they’ve been creating sound ‘masses’ 
around the world, with each mass 
generating an evolving ambient field  
in a participatory creative process. 



Paolo 
Tassinari
Italy
Judges books by their covers.  
As well as running his own design  
studio, Tassinari is art director of the  
art and architectural branch of the 
publishing house Electa and international 
architecture magazine Casabella. 



Mari  
Velonaki 
Greece 
Speech, touch, breath, electrostatic  
charge and robots. Velonaki has exhibited 
at major museums throughout the world 
and is currently Director of the Creative 
Robotics lab at UNSW. 



Robbie  
Wells 
New Zealand 
Using Industrial Design to make business 
stronger. Wells and his team at 4DESIGN 
have developed more than 200 products 
and been extensively awarded by the 
world’s leading design authorities. 



Charles  
Wilson 
Australia 
The chairman of the board. One of 
Australia’s leading experimental Industrial 
& Furniture designers. Creator of the CW1 
Swivel Chair, his multi-award winning work 
is exhibited throughout the world. 



Alla  
Wolf-Tasker AM
Australia
The food lover’s food lover. Wolf-Tasker  
is the proprietor and culinary director  
of the famed Lake House in Daylesford,  
Victoria. Author, champion of sustainability  
and best practice, and educator; she  
is a hero and mentor to a long list of 
industry professionals. 



Kongjian 
Yu
China
In a country with a population of 1.35 
billion, landscape and urban design is 
the art of survival. Kongjian’s ecological 
approach to urbanism has been 
implemented in more than 200 cities  
in China and abroad. 



Jonathan  
Zawada 
Australia 
Corporate DADAIST. Forever different. 
Zawada has worked with companies  
such as Bloomberg, Nike, BMW,  
Herman Miller, Asos and Warp Records.  
For Zawada, the bottom line is potato. 



A new event for Melbourne Look Upstairs  

is presented by the world renowned agIdeas 

team and curated by

Ken Cato AO



Presented in association with Arts Centre Melbourne, 

the event provides three days of inspiring and 

informative talks, conversations and debates 

exhibitions and happy hour in the newly renovated 

Hamer Hall and in the temporary Design Garden on 

the Melbourne Arts Centre Lawn.

days



it is for creative practitioners who want 

to meet and make connections for future 

collaborations and who seek inspiration to 

push the boundaries of their own practice. 

It will be attended by designers, advertisers, 

educators, and students from all disciplines 

throughout our region. 

More than  
a design 
conference



Other activities will include 

Connect with D&AD 

The annual D&AD Awards are recognised 

throughout the world as the absolute 

reference standard for creative excellence. 

Meet with the D&AD team and explore how 

you can join the D&AD hall of fame. 

The Loop Portfolio Masterclasses 

Following the success of previous 

years, creative network The Loop will 

again be hosting a series of industry-

specific Portfolio Masterclasses. These 

masterclasses give creative’s the 

opportunity to meet industry leaders  

and receive honest feedback on their  

portfolios to help them stand out from the 

hungry pack. 

Magnation Lounge 

The Magnation Lounge for the latest 

in design books and magazines. Meet 

with authors and publishers. Pitch your 

magazine concept. 

Typography and Illustration Sessions 

With renowned Australian typographer 

Wayne Thompson and Look Upstairs 

designers to explore type across languages 

and cultures. 

CSIRO New Materials 

From the organisation that developed 

wifi explore new materials that enable an 

unimagined future. 

Explore the Arts Centre Melbourne 

Catacombs 

Did you know that under the Arts Centre 

Melbourne lawn is an archive of stage 

and costume designs, photography 

and programmes that forms Australia’s 

largest and most important collections of 

performing arts history and tradition. 

For more activities during the week see 

http://www.designmattersvictoria.com/

design-week/

Three day passes include a free 400 page 

hard cover design book cataloguing the 

Look Upstairs speakers as well as leading 

Australian designers.

All student ticket holders are entitled to book 

for Studio Access. A rare opportunity to visit 

the studios of some of Melbourne’s creative 

leaders. See website for more details.

lookupstairs.com.au

http://www.designmattersvictoria.com/design-week/
http://www.designmattersvictoria.com/design-week/
http://lookupstairs.com.au/


Look Upstairs is the landmark event for 
creative practitioners during Melbourne 
International Design Week 



Buy tickets online 
(single and 3 day tickets available) 
lookupstairs.com.au

Prices are: 

3 Day General admission  $490

1 Day General admission  $240

3 Day Student $285

All three day ticket holders 

will receive a free copy of the 

beautifully crafted hard cover 400 

page design book.



Thank you

to those who have helped us bring you Look Upstairs

Presenting Partners Philanthropic Partner

Major Partners

Media Partners

Supporting 

Organisations

Supporting 

Partners

Government of the 
United States




